
 
 

ROUTE DETAILS ANNOUNCED FOR 
2010 AMGEN TOUR OF CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL CYCLING ROAD RACE 

Course Specifics Revealed Through Daily Stage Video Posts 
 

LOS ANGELES (February 12, 2010) – Specific route details for the 2010 Amgen Tour of California 

professional cycling race were revealed this week through a progression of daily video posts highlighting 

each of the race’s eight stages.  Each of the specially produced “features” was created by Local 

Organizing Committees representing the 17 host cities.  The fifth-annual event, which will once again 

have a world-class field of competitors, including three-time defending champion Levi Leipheimer and 

seven-time Tour de France Champion Lance Armstrong, will take place over eight consecutive days 

from May 16-23. 

Considered cycling’s most important and successful stage race in the United States, the 2010 

Amgen Tour of California will travel along a more than 800-mile course from Nevada City to Thousand 

Oaks, title-sponsor Amgen’s hometown community.  Host cities for the eight stages include: Nevada City 

(new city for 2010), Sacramento, Davis, Santa Rosa, San Francisco, Santa Cruz, San Jose, Modesto, 

Visalia, Bakersfield (new city for 2010), Pasadena, Big Bear Lake (new city for 2010), Los Angeles (new 

city for 2010) and Thousand Oaks/Westlake Village (new city for 2010)/Agoura Hills (new city for 2010). 

This week, eight videos created by the host cities were released via the Amgen Tour of 

California Web site, Facebook and YouTube to reveal the specific route details of each stage.  

Showcasing the race’s start and finish communities, the creative and distinctive videos highlight the 

unique features of each stage, including the scenic California coastline, the legendary Santa Cruz Beach 

Boardwalk, picturesque Big Bear Lake and the historical landmarks of downtown Los Angeles.  

“To build upon the innovative history of the Amgen Tour of California, we decided that the best 

way to communicate the beauty and uniqueness of our route was to create short videos of each stage, 

essentially generating a ‘travelogue’ of the race,” said Andrew Messick, president of AEG Sports, 

presenter of the race.  “Every year we look to enhance the race route to create a challenging course for 

the cyclists, as well as showcase the state of California.  By providing the host cities with the opportunity 

to create their own videos, fans will be able to experience the distinctive perspective of the local 

community.” 

- more - 



AEG Announces Route Details for 2010 Amgen Tour of California 
Page 2 
 

One of the most anticipated professional cycling races in the world, the 2010 Amgen Tour 

of California will be staged over a challenging route showcasing some of the state’s most scenic 

and historical areas.  Highlights of the 2010 Amgen Tour of California race route include: 

 

Stage 1: Nevada City to Sacramento (Sunday, May 16) 

Start Time: 11:45 a.m. 

Start Location: Intersection of Broad St. and Pine St. in Nevada City 

Finish Location: Intersection of L St. and 11th St. in Sacramento 

The 2010 Amgen Tour of California will begin with the first-ever visit to the picturesque 

town of Nevada City, Calif., which also will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Nevada City 

Classic, in which many notable riders got their start.  From there, the riders will head south en route 

to Sacramento, traveling through Grass Valley and Old Town in Auburn.  Heading out of Auburn, 

the cyclists will cross over the Auburn-Foresthill Bridge – the tallest bridge in California and the 

third highest in the U.S.  A mostly downhill stage, which will certainly favor the sprinters, will be 

abruptly interrupted by a grueling climb from the American River to the town of Cool.  Sacramento 

streets will once again see the teams finish with three blistering fast circuits around the State’s 

Capitol building. 

 

Stage 2: Davis to Santa Rosa (Monday, May 17) 

Start Time: 11 a.m. 

Start Location: Intersection of C St. and 3rd St. in Davis 

Finish Location: Intersection of 3rd St. and Santa Rosa Ave. in Santa Rosa 

The 2010 Amgen Tour of California route from Davis to Santa Rosa will provide plenty of 

scenic settings for both the cyclists and spectators.  Beginning in the city of Davis, which recently 

was named the best cycling town in the United States by Bicycling Magazine, the route includes 

evenly spaced climbs throughout the stage and spectacular views.  After 20 miles of flat roads, the 

riders will meet their first climb up a short, but steep section leading up to the Monticello Dam.  This 

short climb is followed quickly by the difficult “Cardiac Hill.”  Another long, flat section along Lake 

Berryessa will take the riders to their third climb up Howell Mountain Rd., followed by a fast 

descent into Napa Valley.  The race will pass some of the most well-known vineyards in Napa 

Valley along the famous Silverado Trail.  After the day’s final climb up the Oakville Grade, followed 

by a steep descent down Trinity Grade, the cyclists will finish the race in the hometown three-time 

defending champion Levi Leipheimer – Santa Rosa.  In previous years, Santa Rosa fans have set 

the mark for one of the largest and most enthusiastic crowds of the entire race. 
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Stage 3: San Francisco to Santa Cruz (Tuesday, May 18) 

Start Time: 11:15 a.m. 

Start Location: Great Highway near Fulton St. in San Francisco 

Finish Location: Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk 

Starting at Ocean Beach, Stage 3 will cover nearly 120 miles from San Francisco, which 

hosted the Prologue for the inaugural year of the Amgen Tour of California, to Santa Cruz.  The 

route will take the riders south down the California coastline on Highway 1, flanked by the 

picturesque backdrops of the Pacific Ocean on one side and Redwood forests on the other.  This 

coastal stage will include three long, but moderate climbs on Tunitas Creek Rd., La Honda Rd. and 

Bonny Doon Rd., which will all be followed by lengthy and fast descents.  The sprint to the finish 

will follow W. Cliff Dr. along Monterey Bay to an exhilarating conclusion to Stage 3 at the world 

famous Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. 

 

Stage 4: San Jose to Modesto (Wednesday, May 19) 

Start Time: 11 a.m. 

Start Location: Park Ave. near Market St. in San Jose 

Finish Location: Intersection of I St. and 12th St. in Modesto 

Fans of the Amgen Tour of California may recognize part of Stage 4 from the 2009 race 

when the cyclists traveled from San Jose to Modesto; however, in 2010, the racers will encounter a 

longer and more challenging route.  Beginning with a climb that is synonymous with cycling and the 

Amgen Tour of California, the cyclists will head up Sierra Rd. (1,930 ft.) within the first five miles 

of the stage.  This epic climb is destined to be a defining moment in this year’s race.  After 

completing the Sierra Rd. climb, the riders will face fast and flat roads full of twists and turns 

(Calaveras Rd. alone has more than 40 switchbacks) before visiting downtown Livermore for the 

first time.  The peloton will then turn on to the very difficult Mines Rd., where the riders will face 

nearly 30 miles of a narrow, twisting road, climbing most of the way before a long descent into 

Patterson.  For the second consecutive year, the stage will finish with two circuits in downtown 

Modesto. 
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Stage 5: Visalia to Bakersfield (Thursday, May 20) 

Start Time: 10:45 a.m. 

Start Location: Main St. between Church St. and Garden St. in Visalia 

Finish Location: Bakersfield College on Panorama Dr. 

The Amgen Tour of California returns to Visalia for the start of Stage 5, a stage that will 

take the riders through the heart of California’s San Joaquin Valley and into the foothills of the 

Sierra Nevada Mountains.  After departing Visalia, the race will head due south through the towns 

Farmersville, Exeter Lindsay and Porterville.  The route then heads further inland and tackles the 

narrow and twisty Old Stage Rd. into the town of Woody.  Continuing on to Bakersfield, the route 

heads into the Kern River oil field, the fifth largest in the United States, where the riders will 

encounter several short, steep climbs.  From the apex of the final climb, the cyclists will be able to 

look down onto the finish at Bakersfield College.  The final obstacle is a 10 percent climb up China 

Grade, part of two finishing circuits in Bakersfield. 

 

Stage 6: Pasadena to Big Bear Lake (Friday, May 21) 

Start Time: 9:45 a.m. 

Start Location: Pasadena City Hall on Garfield Ave. 

Finish Location: Snow Summit Ski Area on Summit Blvd. in Big Bear Lake 

Pasadena City Hall will serve as the backdrop for the most difficult stage the cyclists have 

faced in the five-year history of the Amgen Tour of California.  After crossing the Colorado St. 

Bridge and passing by the Rose Bowl, the route will wind through the City of La Cañada Flintridge.  

From there, the riders continue on a 135-mile odyssey with more than 12,000 ft. of climbing.  The 

race will climb to a high point of nearly 8,000 ft. as it rolls along the Angeles Crest Highway.  Then, 

there is a brief respite as they descend to Wrightwood and over to Highway 138.  The route again 

goes vertical as it passes through Crestline and Lake Arrowhead, as the cyclists take to the “Rim of 

the World” highway.  Entering the Big Bear area, the riders will take the northern route around Big 

Bear Lake and then tackle the last ascent to the finish at a more than 7,000-foot elevation at the 

Snow Summit ski area for the Amgen Tour of California’s first-ever mountaintop finish. 
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Stage 7: Los Angeles Individual Time Trial (Saturday, May 22) 

Start Time: 1 p.m. 

Start Location: Staples Center on Figueroa St. 

Finish Location: L.A. LIVE on Chick Hearn Ct. in downtown Los Angeles 

The Amgen Tour of California descends on the City of Angels in Stage 7 with the 21-mile 

individual time trial. Los Angeles plays host to a course that is filled with several of the city’s most 

recognizable landmarks.  Each rider will leave L.A. LIVE and complete two laps of the 10.5-mile 

circuit around downtown Los Angeles.  Heading south for the first half of the circuit, the riders will 

pass by the Los Angeles Convention Center, the University of Southern California, Exposition Park 

and the LA Coliseum.  The route will then head back north for the second half of the circuit and will 

include two short, but steep climbs while passing several downtown Los Angeles icons, including 

the Millennium Biltmore Hotel, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels and 

Los Angeles City Hall, before returning to the finish area at L.A. LIVE. This stage could set an all-

time attendance record for spectators. 

 

Stage 8: Thousand Oaks/Westlake Village/Agoura Hills Circuit Race (Sunday, May 23) 

Start Time: 12:30 p.m. 

Start Location: The Oaks Shopping Center on Thousand Oaks Blvd. in Thousand Oaks 

Finish Location: Intersection of Townsgate Rd. and Village Glen in Thousand Oaks 

There is nothing easy about the 2010 Amgen Tour of California, and Stage 8 will be the 

exclamation point for this year’s race.  Starting at the upscale “The Oaks” shopping complex, the 

riders will roll neutral to the start of four 21-mile circuits.  The cities of Thousand Oaks, Westlake 

Village and Agoura Hills host the final 84 miles of the 2010 Amgen Tour of California, which 

finishes in the worldwide headquarter community of title sponsor Amgen.  What starts as a 

beautiful rolling stage gets a bit challenging at Mulholland Highway.  Long regarded as one of the 

most scenic climbs in southern California, and a favorite haunt of motorcyclists, Mulholland 

Highway features steep climbs and numerous switchbacks, making it a great place for spectators.  

As the riders pass the Malibu Family Winery, they will start a twisting and technical descent on 

Westlake Blvd.  In less than an hour, the riders will be back at the finish line and bracing 

themselves for three more laps.  If ever there was a chance to see a change in the leader and 

sprint jerseys, it will be here. 

 

For more information about the Amgen Tour of California and to view the stage 

videos, please visit www.amgentourofcalifornia.com.   
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About the Amgen Tour of California 

The largest cycling event in America, the 2010 Amgen Tour of California is a Tour de France-

style cycling road race, presented by AEG, that challenges the world’s top professional cycling teams to 

compete along a demanding course through the state from May 16-23. 

 

About Amgen 

Amgen discovers, develops, manufactures and delivers innovative human therapeutics.  A 

biotechnology pioneer since 1980, Amgen was one of the first companies to realize the new 

science's promise by bringing safe and effective medicines from lab, to manufacturing plant, to 

patient.  Amgen therapeutics have changed the practice of medicine, helping millions of people 

around the world in the fight against cancer, kidney disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and other serious 

illnesses.  With a broad and deep pipeline of potential new medicines, Amgen remains committed 

to advancing science to dramatically improve people's lives.  To learn more about Amgen's 

pioneering science and vital medicines, visit www.amgen.com.  To learn more about Amgen’s 

Breakaway from Cancer initiative, visit www.breakawayfromcancer.com. 

 

About AEG 

AEG is one of the leading sports and entertainment presenters in the world.  AEG, a wholly 

owned subsidiary of The Anschutz Company, owns or controls a collection of  

companies including facilities such as STAPLES Center, The Home Depot Center, Sprint Center, 

The O2, NOKIA Theatre L.A. LIVE and NOKIA Theatre Times Square; sports franchises including 

the Los Angeles Kings (NHL), two Major League Soccer franchises, two hockey franchises 

operated in Europe, management of privately held shares of the Los Angeles Lakers, the ING Bay 

to Breakers foot race and the Amgen Tour of California cycling road race; AEG LIVE, the 

organization’s live-entertainment division, is a collection of companies dedicated to all aspects of 

live contemporary music performance, touring and a variety of programming and multi-media 

production.  For more information, visit AEG today at www.aegworldwide.com. 
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